


What is an Ecosystem?
For each section below, read the information in the box on the left, draw a picture to represent
the information in the box on the right, and circle the word in the box on the left that you feel is
the most important word.


	



An ecosystem is a group of living organisms
interacting with their environment.

	












	


Ecosystems can be very tiny, or they can be as large as the Sahara. For example, a pond in your backyard is an ecosystem.

	












	

Ecosystems that are very large or a series of smaller ecosystems scattered around that have common plants, animals, and qualities are called biomes.

	




















	


There are many kinds of biomes; some are terrestrial (on land), and some are marine (water). You may recognize some of them like desert, savannah, tundra, or tropical forest.

	













	

Animals and plants live in the ecosystems and biomes that they do because of their Ranges of Tolerance. A Range of Tolerance is the variation a plant or animal can accept in such things as water or temperature. For example, some plants need a lot of water to survive, while others need very little.
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