
Disaster Debris Management Federal Resource Guide

Below are resources listed by federal agency that provide funding, assistance, or technical resources that can support activities related to disaster debris management throughout the disaster management cycle:  climate resilience/hazard mitigation, waste management program capacity, disaster debris management planning, emergency response, and debris removal (refer to the summary matrix for the appropriate applications for these resources).

[bookmark: _GoBack]References are made to the National Response Framework (NRF) Emergency Support Functions (ESF) when describing some of the agencies’ roles and responsibilities related to disaster debris management. For more information on the NRF and ESF, go to:
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1466014682982-9bcf8245ba4c60c120aa915abe74e15d/National_Response_Framework3rd.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/25512


U.S. Department of Agriculture

· Funding 

· Rural Development

· Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program - provides funding for clean and reliable drinking water systems, sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid waste disposal, and storm water drainage to households and businesses in eligible rural areas. https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program

· Community Facilities Program – provides affordable funding to develop essential community facilities in rural areas, which can include waste management facilities, vehicles or equipment. https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program

· Farm Service Agency

· Emergency Conservation Program - funding may be available for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters, including debris removal from farmlands. https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index

· Natural Resource Conservation Service

· Emergency Watershed Protection Program – Recovery effort program aimed at relieving imminent hazards to life and property caused by floods, fires, windstorms, and other natural occurrences. Watershed impairments addressed include debris-clogged stream channels, undermined and unstable streambanks, jeopardized water control structures and public infrastructures, wind-borne debris removal and damaged upland sites stripped of protective vegetation by fire or drought. https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/ewp/


· Assistance

· Primary agency for ESF #11, “Agriculture and Natural Resources,” the USDA coordinates response activities for nutrition assistance, economically devastating outbreaks of plant pest or disease, and ensuring the safety and security of the commercial food supply.

· USDA also supports USACE under ESF #3, “Public Works and Engineering,” by providing engineering and contracting/procurement personnel and equipment to assist in emergency removal of debris (which may include animal carcasses). 

· Animal, Plant and Health Inspection Service (https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/home/)

· Veterinary Services Program – authorized by Animal Health Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8301-8317) to provide for removal and burial of diseased animal carcasses. 

· Plant Protection and Quarantine Program - authorized by Plant Protection Act (Title IV, Pub. L. 106-224, 114 Stat. 438, 7 U.S.C. 7701-7772). Manages issues related to the health of plant resources. Primary objective is to regulate and monitor in order to reduce the risk of introduction and spread of invasive species, including planning, surveillance, quick detection, containment, and eradication.

· Technical Resources

· USDA created an online Disaster Resource Center for farmers, ranchers, and communities with a searchable database containing disaster-related resources. http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=disaster-help


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

· Assistance

· USACE is the coordinator and primary agency for ESF #3, “Public Works and Engineering,” which can include performing debris removal and disposal operations. USACE can assist tribal, state, or local governments through either a Technical Assistance mission assignment or a Direct Federal Assistance mission assignment. Under Technical Assistance, USACE provides expert advice on all aspects of applicable debris management and helps local governments perform their own debris operations. Direct Federal Assistance is provided at the request of the state or local government when the scope of work is beyond the capacity of the local government to perform. This is where USACE uses its teams and contracts to perform the debris operations mission in partnership with the local government.  http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Emergency-Operations/National-Response-Framework/Debris-Management/


Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)

· Funding

· Climate Resilience Program – Direct funding supports tribes, tribal consortia, and authorized tribal organizations to plan for climate resilience through competitive awards for tribally designed climate training, adaptation planning (including disaster debris planning), vulnerability assessments, supplemental monitoring, capacity building, and youth engagement. https://www.bia.gov/WhoWeAre/BIA/climatechange/

· Administers the Emergency Relief for Federally-Owned Roads (ERFO) Program for tribal transportation facilities (see Federal Highway Administration). ERFO assists with post-disaster repair or reconstruction of tribal transportation facilities, federal lands transportation facilities, and other federally owned roads that are open to public travel. May include debris removal costs not covered by FEMA, under limited circumstances. https://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/programs/erfo/. 

· Assistance

· Emergency Management Division - Facilitates the Tribal Assistance Coordination Group (TAC-G), a multi-agency group that assists federally recognized tribes during emergencies and disasters, as well as providing information and technical assistance, for tribal emergency management programs. The goal of the TAC-G is to provide a focused point of coordination or “one-stop-shop” for tribes being impacted by emergencies or disasters. https://www.bia.gov/bia/ojs/emd

 
[bookmark: _Hlk522024943]U.S. Coast Guard 

· Assistance

· In addition to EPA, USCG is the other primary agency responsible for coordination under ESF #10, “Oil and Hazardous Materials Response.” Under ESF #10, the USCG provides support in response to an actual or potential discharge and/or release of oil or hazardous materials for incidents in the coastal zone. https://www.uscg.mil/Mariners/National-Pollution-Funds-Center/About-NPFC/NRF-Disaster-Funding/ 

· Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund uses are delineated in the Oil Pollution Act (OPA) to include:
· Removal costs incurred by the Coast Guard and EPA; 
· State access for removal activities;
· Payments to federal, state, and Indian tribe trustees to conduct natural resource damage assessments and restorations;
· Payment of claims for uncompensated removal costs and damages;
· Research and development; and 
· Other specific appropriations
https://www.uscg.mil/Mariners/National-Pollution-Funds-Center/About_NPFC/OSLTF/


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

· Funding

· Indian General Assistance Program – Provides funding and technical assistance to federally recognized tribes and tribal consortia for planning, developing, and establishing the capacity to implement programs administered by the EPA; and to assist in developing and implementing solid waste and hazardous waste programs for Indian lands. Funding can be used to support preparedness planning to manage disaster debris, building capacity and program infrastructure to respond to events that generate disaster debris, and implementing plans/programs for disaster debris. https://www.epa.gov/tribal/indian-environmental-general-assistance-program-gap

· Tribal Hazardous Waste Management Grants – competitive funding for the development and implementation of hazardous waste programs and for building capacity to address hazardous waste management in Indian country, including household hazardous waste management activities. https://www.epa.gov/grants/fy-2017-hazardous-waste-management-grant-program-tribes

· CERCLA 128(a) Site Response Program – Section 128(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, as amended, authorizes a grant program to establish and enhance state and tribal response programs. Generally, these response programs address the assessment, cleanup, and redevelopment of brownfields sites and other sites with actual or perceived contamination. Developing plans that incorporate disaster debris management are eligible tasks.  https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-comprehensive-environmental-response-compensation-and-liability-act-cercla

· Local Government Reimbursement - In the event of a release (or threatened release) of hazardous substances, EPA may reimburse local governments for expenses related to the release and associated emergency response measures. The Local Governments Reimbursement (LGR) Program provides a "safety net" of up to $25,000 per incident to local governments that do not have funds available to pay for response actions. Federally-recognized Indian Tribes are also eligible for reimbursement under the LGR program.  https://www.epa.gov/emergency-response/local-governments-reimbursement-program 

· Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund uses are delineated in the Oil Pollution Act (OPA) to include:
· Removal costs incurred by the Coast Guard and EPA; 
· State access for removal activities;
· Payments to federal, state, and Indian tribe trustees to conduct natural resource damage assessments and restorations;
· Payment of claims for uncompensated removal costs and damages;
· Research and development; and 
· Other specific appropriations
http://www.uscg.mil/npfc/About_NPFC/osltf.asp 


Assistance

· EPA is the lead federal agency under ESF #10, “Oil and Hazardous Materials Response.” Under this ESF, FEMA funds EPA’s management of orphan tanks (for propane and other fuel), drums, and household hazardous waste. EPA also provides support to tribal, local, and state agencies in properly managing debris deemed hazardous, including household hazardous waste. 

· Under ESF #3, “Public Works and Engineering,” EPA assists USACE and local agencies in identifying disposal sites for debris. In addition, EPA assists with contaminated debris management activities by coordinating and/or providing resources, assessments, data, expertise, technical assistance, and monitoring.

· Technical Resources

· Planning for Natural Disaster Debris guidance - This document is designed for local communities (including cities, counties, tribes, etc.) who are encouraged to create disaster debris management plans before a natural disaster occurs. It discusses the management of debris from natural disasters, such as hurricanes, earthquakes, tornadoes, volcanoes, floods, wildfires, and winter storms. https://www.epa.gov/homeland-security-waste/guidance-about-planning-natural-disaster-debris

· Tribal Climate Resilient Waste Management Planning Tool – a planning tool for tribes to address waste management vulnerabilities from climate change, including disaster debris, with example strategies and planning templates. (Contact Dolly Tong at tong.dolly@epa.gov)

· All-hazards Waste Management Planning Tool - This on-line tool assists communities with preparing and updating a waste management plan for homeland security incidents, including natural disasters. https://wasteplan.epa.gov/

· Disaster Debris Recovery Tool – provides accurate locations and information for 12 types of facilities to promote the proper and safe recovery, recycling, and disposal of debris at https://www.epa.gov/large-scale-residential-demolition/disaster-debris-recovery-tool.
Users such as EPA, state and tribal emergency planners and responders have used the DDRT’s interactive map to search by location or proximity and quickly create an inventory of debris management facilities.” 

· Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) - GIS-based tool to locate potentially impacted facilities by city, state, and/or region, such as industrial facilities or Superfund sites, that may require unique debris management approaches. https://echo.epa.gov/

· Disaster Debris Planning website – includes links to disaster debris example plans, information and tools. https://www.epa.gov/large-scale-residential-demolition/disaster-debris-planning

· Dealing with Debris and Damaged Buildings - guidelines provided to help minimize the health, safety and environmental risks associated with the demolition of structurally unsound buildings (structures that remain standing but are in danger of imminent collapse). https://archive.epa.gov/katrina/web/html/debris.html 

· Managing Materials and Wastes for Homeland Security Incidents Website - This website provides waste management information, including options, considerations, and resources, that can be used by communities to plan and respond to natural disasters. https://www.epa.gov/homeland-security-waste

· Pre-incident All-hazards Waste Management Plan Guidelines: Four-step Waste Management Planning Process Document - This document, describes the cyclical and ongoing process of waste management planning for and implementation during responses to homeland security incidents, including natural disasters. 

· All-hazards Waste Management Decision Diagram for Homeland Security Incidents - This decision diagram describes the waste management decision-making process and provides information to consider when making decisions during a response (e.g., to a natural disaster).


Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

· Funding

· Emergency Relief Program – assists in the repair of federal roads that have suffered serious, widespread damage due to natural disasters. May include debris removal costs not covered by FEMA, under limited circumstances. http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/erelief.cfm. 

· Emergency Relief for Federally-Owned Roads – assists with post-disaster repair or reconstruction of tribal transportation facilities, federal lands transportation facilities, and other federally owned roads that are open to public travel. May include debris removal costs not covered by FEMA, under limited circumstances. https://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/programs/erfo/. 


Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

FEMA is the lead federal agency that responds to disasters and emergencies to help save lives and protect public health, safety, and property.

· Funding

· Public Assistance Program:  FEMA is authorized in sections 403, 407 and 502 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to remove debris following a Presidential disaster declaration, when in the public interest. The Public Assistance Program provides grants to state, tribal and local governments, and certain types of private nonprofit organizations so that communities can quickly respond to and recover from major disasters or emergencies. https://www.fema.gov/public-assistance-local-state-tribal-and-non-profit 

· Alternative Procedures Pilot Program:  The Sandy Recovery Improvement Act of 2013 amends Title IV of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.).  Specifically, the law adds section 428, which authorizes alternative procedures for the Public Assistance (PA) program under sections 403(a)(3)(A), 406, 407 and 502(a)(5) of the Stafford Act. The alternative procedures authorized under the law pertain to debris removal (emergency work) and repair, restoration, and replacement of disaster-damaged public and private nonprofit facilities (permanent work). Through this program, FEMA encourages and provides incentives for recycling debris. http://www.fema.gov/alternative-procedures.

· Hazard Mitigation Grant Program - provides grants to state, local, tribal and territorial governments to implement long-term hazard mitigation measures after a major disaster declaration. The purpose of the HMGP is to reduce the loss of life and property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to be implemented during the immediate recovery from a disaster. https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-grant-program
 
· Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program – provides grants to reduce overall risk to the population and structures from future hazard events, while also reducing reliance on federal funding in future disasters.  This program awards planning and project grants and provides opportunities for raising public awareness about reducing future losses before disaster strikes. https://www.fema.gov/pre-disaster-mitigation-grant-program

· Flood Mitigation Assistance Program – The FMA program is authorized by Section 1366 of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended with the goal of reducing or eliminating claims under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). FMA provides funding to States, Territories, federally-recognized tribes and local communities for projects and planning that reduces or eliminates long-term risk of flood damage to structures insured under the NFIP. https://www.fema.gov/flood-mitigation-assistance-grant-program

· Technical Resources

· Public Assistance Debris Management Guide - provides applicants with a programmatic and operational framework for structuring their own debris management plan or ensuring that their existing plan is consistent with FEMA’s eligibility criteria. https://www.fema.gov/pdf/government/grant/pa/demagde.pdf 

· Emergency Management Institute - Through its courses and integrated programs, EMI serves as the national focal point for the development and delivery of emergency management training to enhance the capabilities of State, local, and Tribal government officials; volunteer organizations; FEMA’s disaster workforce; other Federal agencies; and the public and private sectors to minimize the impact of disasters and emergencies on the American public. https://training.fema.gov/emi.aspx 

Courses include:
· Introduction to Debris Operations https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-632.a
· Debris Management Training for State, Tribal and Local Officials https://training.fema.gov/emicourses/crsdetail.aspx?cid=E202&ctype=R

· Hazus Damage and Loss Estimation Tool:  Hazus is a nationally applicable standardized methodology that estimates potential losses from earthquakes, hurricane winds, floods, and tsunamis. Hazus uses state-of-the-art Geographic Information Systems (GIS) software to map and display hazard data and the results of damage and economic loss estimates for buildings and infrastructure. It also allows users to estimate the impacts of natural disasters on populations. https://www.fema.gov/hazus/ 


U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

· Funding

· Indian Housing Block Grant - The Indian Housing Block Grant Program (IHBG) is a formula grant that provides a range of affordable housing activities on Indian reservations and Indian areas. The block grant approach to housing for Native Americans was enabled by the Native American Housing Assistance and Self Determination Act of 1996 (NAHASDA). Eligible activities may include waste management efforts that support housing development. https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/ih/grants/ihbg

· Indian Community Development Block Grant (ICDBG) Program - provides eligible grantees with direct grants for use in developing viable Indian and Alaska Native Communities. This can include community facilities such as waste management facilities. https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/ih/grants/icdbg

· Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program – provides grants to cities, counties, tribes, and States to recover from Presidentially declared disasters. Eligible activities include debris removal not covered by FEMA. https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg-dr/ 

· Technical Resources

· Disaster Response Toolkit – guidance on how to rehabilitate flooded homes, design & construction practices that promote moisture resistance & durability, preparedness for future disasters, and other relevant content) to aid in the recovery process. https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sandy.html



Indian Health Service

· Funding

· Sanitation Facilities Construction (SFC) Program - Public Law 86-121 authorizes the creation of the SFC Program within the IHS. The SFC Program funds essential sanitation facilities which can include solid waste disposal facilities. IHS environmental engineers plan, design, and manage most SFC projects; many of those engineers are assigned to one of the twelve IHS Area Offices.  Limited funding for emergencies and special projects may be available if a disaster results in a solid waste emergency that is an imminent public health threat. https://www.ihs.gov/dsfc/


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

· Assistance 

· The Coastal and Geodetic Survey Act of 1947 and the Hydrographic Services Improvement Acts of 1998, 2002, authorize NOAA to be directly involved in programs to assess and remove hazards and debris.  NOAA does not fund debris removal. 

· Technical Resources

· U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit - The U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit provides scientific tools, information, and expertise to help people manage their climate-related risks and opportunities, and improve their resilience to extreme events. The site is designed to serve interested citizens, communities, businesses, resource managers, planners, and policy leaders at all levels of government. https://toolkit.climate.gov/
· Tribal Climate Toolkit – The U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit includes a tribal climate toolkit updated with climate impact information specific to tribal nations.  https://toolkit.climate.gov/topics/tribal-nations


Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

· Technical Resources

· Disaster Site Worker Outreach Training Program - a training program for Disaster Site Workers who provide skilled support services, (e.g. utility, demolition, debris removal, or heavy equipment operation) or site clean-up services in response to natural and man-made disasters. https://www.osha.gov/dte/outreach/disaster/

· Health and Safety Guidance Manual for Hazardous Waste Site Activities - https://www.osha.gov/Publications/complinks/OSHG-HazWaste/all-in-one.pdf
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