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Next Meeting – During the June Steering Committee meeting, Kevin Scribner, Catherine Corbett and Diane Barton agreed to work together to plan next working group meeting.

Welcome/Introduction/Updates – Jim Ruff welcomed everyone to the Northwest Power and Conservation Council.

River REMAP Monitoring Study – Lorraine Edmond, EPA, discussed fish tissue contaminant impacts on human and ecological health. Screening value concentrations for human health were exceeded for PCBs, DDT, dieldrin and mercury across most of the mid-Columbia. Screening values for ecological receptors were widely exceeded for DDT, mercury, and several metals, and for PBDE (in a small percentage of the river miles.)

Update on Upcoming Columbia River Fish Advisories – Dave McBride, WA Dept. of Health, evaluated contaminant data from six resident fish species provided by the U.S. Dept. of Energy collected in the Hanford reach of the Columbia River. Contaminants of concern include mercury, DDT, dieldrin, heptachlor, and PCBs. Based on our findings, DOH will issue a fish consumption advisory on all resident fish with meal restrictions ranging from 1 to 4 meals per month. The primary driver of the fish advisory in this section of the river is PCB concentrations.

Coho Salmon Spawner Mortality in Urban Streams (Stormwater) – Nat Scholz, NOAA Science Center, presented Science Center work demonstrating the compelling effects of toxicity on resident fish populations and the benefits of stormwater management/bioretention on reducing that toxicity. Fish exposed to untreated runoff experienced developmental delays, cardiac irregularities and deformed haws and hearts among other defects. Toxic urban runoff also lead to a 60-90% prespawn mortality rate. Data from trials of fish exposed to treated stormwater painted a positive picture, with developmental characteristics and mortality rates on par with control species. Nat recommended that we all work to have more positive conversations about toxics reduction and the big impact that can have on salmon recovery.

Report on NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership FY15 Projects and Future Work – Karma Anderson provided details on the NRCS’s Regional Conservation Partnership Program as well as guidance relating to the application process. The current Farm Bill authorizes $1.2 billion in conjunction with partner investments to be made available to eligible producers and owners of agricultural land and non-industrial private forestland to install and maintain conservation activities. The Columbia River Basin has been designated a critical conservation area in an effort to improve water quality and benefit recovery of salmon populations. More information is available at NRCS’ RCPP webpage at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/

NWPCC Fish and Wildlife Amendments – Jim Ruff presented a summary of the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s recently amended 2014 Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program, highlighting what’s new in the Program. Jim focused primarily on the Program’s strategy on water quality and toxic contaminants, outlining the various measures adopted by the Council addressing toxics based on the numerous recommendations received from the fish and wildlife agencies, tribes, federal agencies and others in the region. In addition to supporting the various measures addressing toxic contaminants identified in the 2014 Fish and Wildlife Program, he said the Council is prepared to: a) support ongoing regional efforts to identify, assess and reduce toxic contaminants in CRB; b) participate in, support or help coordinate periodic science-to-policy workshops on characterizing the state of the science on toxic contaminant issues; and c) assist regional parties in advancing public education and information on toxics issues in the region.

NCAP’s Work: Protecting Salmon and Working with Farmers – Sharon Selvaggio presented on the mission and work of the Northwest Center for Alternatives to Pesticides (NCAP), which strives to protect community and environmental health and inspire the use of ecologically sound solutions to reduce the use of pesticides. Part of this approach includes providing education on restrictions on pesticide usage in certain critical areas, advocating on behalf of endangered species and collaborating with farmers and researchers to advance alternatives to pesticides. She touched on a successful case study in which NCAP collaborated with farmers to implement an IPM tactic to prevent nematodes from damaging potatoes and hopes to implement another successful measure to combat malathion usage on fruit throughout the Columbia basin this year. She also described NCAP’s role as a partner in providing technical assistance by facilitating outreach, writing grants, communicating with partners, and helping fundraise and organize education events.

Presentations available online at: ftp://ftp.epa.gov/reg10ftp/columbiariver/TRWG/Meetings/2015March/

[bookmark: _GoBack]Columbia River Hero Award – Jennifer Morace, USGS, received the fourth Columbia River Hero Award, which is awarded to individuals that have demonstrated a high level of commitment and worked hard to reduce toxics in the Columbia River Basin.  Jennifer was presented this award for her many contributions to the understanding of the distribution and effects of toxics contaminants in the Columbia River.  Jennifer has been a member of the Toxics Reduction Working Group since its inception nearly 10 years ago, and a primary investigator in several studies measuring toxic contaminants in water and biota of the Columbia River, including the Water Quality and Salmon study conducted in collaboration with the Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership and Bonneville Power Administration (http://www.estuarypartnership.org/sites/default/files/WaterSalmonReport.pdf), and the USGS ConHab study (http://or.water.usgs.gov/proj/Conhab/).  She deserves particular recognition for her research on contaminants of emerging concern in stormwater and wastewater that enter the Columbia River (http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2012/5068/).  

Update on Key Workgroups:
Kevin Scribner- Kevin provided an update on his work with farmers in the Walla Walla and Salmon Safe to increase successful pesticide stewardship efforts. 
Paula Calvert and Joel Salter- The Stormwater Work Group (SW WG) has resumed regular meetings and grown to about ten individuals with Paula Calvert as the WG leader and Joel as the co-lead. Paula presented a vision for the focus of the WG and established the first task of developing a mission statement. The update concluded with a video on Portland’s innovative wet weather program. The video, featuring Joel Salter, was produced by the City of Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability.  As a short term goal, the group is developing a chart on how Columbia River basin states’ stormwater permits address toxics. This chart will characterize state SW programs’ regulation of toxic pollutants and contribute to an understanding of strengths and weakness in approaches to toxics reduction.
Dianne Barton and Catherine Corbett provided an update on the Columbia River Restoration Act introduction into Congress and the work of the National Tribal Toxics Task Force, which Diane is a member. 

Action Items:
· Karma’s info for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program
· Get a map made - NWPCC
· Post green chemicals info on website
· Set up next meeting 
