Columbia River Toxics Reduction Working Group Meeting
October 6, 2015
Fort Dalles Readiness Center
The Dalles, OR

List of Attendees and Summary


Amanda Hanson, Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership
Arlene Blum, Green Science Policy Institute 
Ben Jarvis, IDEQ
Brett VandenHeuvel, Columbia Riverkeeper
Carl Merkle, Confederated Tribes of Umatilla Indian Reservation
Catherine Corbett, Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership
Dianne Barton, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission
Elena Nilsen, US Geological Survey
Emily Lory, Envirogorge
Jennifer Morace, US Geological Survey
Joanne LaBaw, EPA
Joel Salter, EPA
Joshua Grice, Washington Ecology
Keith Kutchins, UCUT
Ken Bailey, Bailey Farms
Kevin Masterson, Oregon DEQ
Kevin Scribner, Salmon Safe
Laura Buelow, EPA
Lori Epstein, Columbia Riverkeeper
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lyndal Johnson, NOAA NW Science Center
Mary Lou Soscia, EPA
Melody Poland, EPA











Nancy Munn, National Marine Fisheries Service
Paula Calvert, Oregon DEQ
Robert Grove, retired USGS
Sharon Selvaggio, Northwest Center for Alternatives to Pesticides
Susan Hess, Envirogorge
Anthony Barber, EPA
Tim Counihan, USGS

On the webinar:
Adam Griggs, River Network
Andy James, University of WA
Jane Dewell, WA Ecology
Jay Davis, USFWS
Jeff Fisher, NOAA
Jen Bayer, USGS
Julie Carter, CRITFC
Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe
Kim Johnson, BPA
Laura Gephart, CRITFC 
Lorraine Edmond, EPA
Nancy Schifferdecker, NOAA
Rebecca Scully, USGS
Shandra O'Haleck, NOAA
Steve Sander, BPA
Tony Grover, NWPCC


Welcome/Introduction/Updates – Mary Lou Soscia welcomed the working group to The Dalles and asked participants around the room and on the phone to introduce themselves. Guests included local farmers and a researcher involved in case studies from Japan.
 
The Class Concept: A New Approach to Flame Retardants & Other Harmful Chemicals – Webinar – Arlene Blum, Green Science Policy Institute
Arlene discussed the six classes of chemicals that are commonly found in consumer products. 
These are highly fluorinated chemicals; chlorinated antimicrobials; flame retardants; bisphenols and phathalates; organic solvents; and metals including lead, mercury, chromium, cadmium and arsenic. Identification of these classes can help promote green chemistry through questioning whether or not they play a necessary role in products and if they can be substituted with non-hazardous alternatives.  The PPT can be found on the EPA Columbia River Website:

Mapping Columbia River Basin Toxic Hot Spots – Catherine Corbett, Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership

Upper Columbia DDT levels are the highest in North America. Toxics contamination is a legacy issue. How the council makes investments in fish and wildlife programs relates to hot spots. Over time the thinking of this has evolved.  Catherine mentioned the availability of other maps for context of toxic hot spots and proposed a steering committee to develop a map. Volunteers for this committee include: Catherine Corbett, Joanne Labaw, Laura Buelow, Jennifer Morace, Keith Kutchins, Lyndal Johnson, Joel Salter, Diane Barton, Tim Cooney, Jen Bayer and Mary Lou Soscia.  The map would include: salmon recovery, monitoring in place, mixing zones, NPDES permits, stormwater permits, 303(d) listings, temperature, osprey information, fish advisories, pesticide detections that exceed clean water act standards, temperature hot spots, municipal water intakes, land use, and municipal dischargers.

Updates: 
EPA Flame Retardant Comment Period – Dianne Barton, CRITFC
As part of the Agency's ongoing efforts to more fully understand the potential risks associated with flame retardant chemicals, EPA has reviewed four structurally similar flame retardant chemical clusters. In August, EPA announced the availability and opening of a 60-day public comment period for three Problem Formulations and Initial Assessments, and a 120-day comment period for a Data Needs Assessment document for one of the clusters. These assessments were conducted under the Toxic Substances Control Plan (TSCA) Work Plan assessment effort. The goal of these assessments is to identify scenarios where further risk analysis may be necessary. The documents address the likely exposure and hazard scenarios to workers and consumers based on current production, use, and exposure information for the following flame retardant chemical clusters.
The comment period for the following three Work Plan Chemical Problem Formulation and Initial Assessment documents for Flame Retardants (FR) Clusters will close on October 19th.
Tetrabromobisphenol A (TBBPA)<http://www.epa.gov/oppt/existingchemicals/pubs/TBBPA_Problem_Formulation_August_2015.pdf>
Chlorinated Phosphate Esters (CPE)  <http://www.epa.gov/oppt/existingchemicals/pubs/CPE_FR_Cluster_%20Problem_Formulation.pdf>
Cyclic Aliphatic Bromides/Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD)<http://www.epa.gov/oppt/existingchemicals/pubs/HBCD_Problem_Formulation.pdf>
Also note that comments on the Data Needs Assessment for Brominated Phthalates (TBB & TBPH) <http://www.epa.gov/oppt/existingchemicals/pubs/Brominated_Phthalates_Cluster_Data_Needs_Assessment.pdf> must be received on or before December 16th. Comments can be submitted to the Federal Register<https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/08/18/2015-20370/availability-of-work-plan-chemical-problem-formulation-and-initial-assessment-and-data-needs>.

WA Ecology Flame Retardant Report – Joshua Grice, WA Ecology
Joshua reported on the results of flame retardant tests conducted by Ecology which were submitted to the Washington state legislature. The results called for restrictions on certain chemicals in children’s products and furniture and reporting on other additives that did not have sufficient evidence for restriction. He also recommended that ecology do a chemical action plan on flame retardants and take action on environmentally preferred purchasing. The Ecology website has a database of listing by chemicals. Joshua expects that the WA toxics commission will run another bill that will include a flame retardant ban. 

Stormwater Workgroup – Paula Calvert, OR DEQ
The stormwater workgroup is developing their mission statement.

2015 RCPP Proposals – Kevin Scribner, Salmon Safe
Kevin provided comments on the application process for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program, or RCPP. RCPP is a Natural Resource Conservation Service program initiated by the Farm Bill that provides producers and landowners with funding and assistance for conservation activities. Kevin learned about RCPP during Walla Walla pesticide stewardship workshop and Salmon Safe is now going into its second year of funding out of a 5-year program. He advised that it is helpful for applicants to learn the language and workings of the NRCS and to observe other partners. Partnership is also key. In early 2015, the Palouse conservation district was awarded $11 million between RCPP donations and a 50% match from State and Federal governments. NRCS works with reimbursements in WA State and the conservation council works with them as their banker. Monitoring is also integral to the NRCS funding program. The application involves a two-step process: Applicants put in a pre-proposal and then are invited to do a full proposal. Walla Walla Community College is currently putting in a water quality proposal. Kevin will send the entire list of proposals on request.

Lower Columbia Estuary Nov. 19 Toxics Reduction Science to Policy Workshop – Amanda Hanson, Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership
Learn more:  http://www.estuarypartnership.org/our-work/2014-science-policy-summit-toxics-contaminants-columbia-river
· Vancouver, WA on November 19th from 9am – 3:30pm
· There will be a wide range in audience in peer-to-peer format (farmers, builders, municipalities, etc.) talking about tools, volunteers who reduced toxics, and ways to move forward.
· Morning session: Focuses on foresters, farmers, and growers. The goal of this workshop is to help farmers protect water quality, improve farm yields, reduce health risks, and increase economic viability.
· Afternoon session: Focuses on reducing stormwater impacts, drawing on experiences from builders, developers, local governments, and others.



Local Source Control Partnerships in the Columbia River Basin – Opportunities for Regional Collaboration – Jane Dewell, WA Ecology
Jane provided a briefing on the Local Source Control Partnership, a group of 21 local governments, with 35 pollution prevention specialists who conduct site visits to businesses in their local communities and provide advice and assistance to businesses and organizations that generate small quantities of dangerous waste. Ecology has been doing direct efforts with drycleaners and other retailers in Washington and has been promoting SaferChioce. It has also been trying to capture businesses that are not being regulated as hazardous waste generators and provide technical assistance. She mentioned that new work funded at the end of the legislative session in July targets source control in Col. Riv. Basin. program).  For more information: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/lsp/

Salmon Safe Integration with Global Gap in Columbia River Basin – Ken Bailey, Local Columbia River Gorge Grower
Ken discussed how his operations as a cherry grower have changed to incorporate pesticide stewardship and reflect trends in the global marketplace.
· Pesticides were first detected in the water in the late 90’s. Since then a pesticide stewardship partnership with the DEQ helped improve spraying practices to prevent drift, which drastically reduced amount of pesticides in the streams within 2 years.
· Ken is calling for less certifications and more standardized recordkeeping to ease administrative burdens on small growers as well as auditors.
· Several retailers are adopting Global Gap standards. More pressure is felt from export markets than domestic, except for demand for organic.
· Regulatory agencies can help by working with farmers to solve problems instead of penalizing them.
· Took advantage of BPA’s program to help salmon by getting a better weather station to help determine best timing to apply pesticides.
· Challenges to agricultural community:
· Delay in development of integrated management strategies for new pests
· Foreign restrictions on usage of certain chemicals
· Cost of Labor—How to increase production without increasing staff via technology
· Limitations on immigration
· Minimum wage—farmers in states with high minimum wage requirements are at a competitive disadvantage
Fish Restoration in the Upper Columbia River Basin – Keith Kutchins, Upper Columbia United Tribes (UCUT)
Keith described the Columbia River Treaty, which was signed 1964 and will be amended, modified or or terminated by 2024.  The original Treaty focused on flood control and hydropower.  There has been a regional and US State Dept agreement to enter negotiations with Canada to include an ecosystem based function.  The State Dept is in the lead in those negotiations.  The upper Columbia River has been permanently flooded and has resulted in the loss of fish and fish habitat. The UCUT’s goal is to modernize a treaty that is inclusive of the tribe and emphasizes ecosystem-based functions, restoration of fish passage, equitable access to resource development and an equitable share of the systems benefits. Keith described details of a new floating surface collector technology that enables the passage of adult fish and the development in plans for fish reintroduction and passage.  For more information:  http://www.ucut.org/fish_passage.ydev

Presentations available online at: ftp://ftp.epa.gov/reg10ftp/columbiariver/TRWG/Meetings/2015March/

Action Items:
· Assemble a list of Working Group accomplishments
· Susan Hess and Emily Lory
· Begin planning a workgroup for the effort to map toxic hot spots in the Columbia River Basin.
· Catherine Corbett, Dianne Barton, Keith Kutchins, Jennifer Morace, Laura Buelow, Lyndal Johnson, Tim Cooney, Jen Bayer, Joel Salter, and Mary Lou Soscia
· Follow-up on comment period for Flame Retardant Assessment
Poll for next meeting:
Host Executives Meeting in Spokane and bring some First Nations into the fold and work with PCB issue? Or go to Astoria?
