
CLEAN 
WATER FOR 
SALMON 
   
SALMON-SAFE 
CERTIFICATION AND THE 
WILLAMETTE RIVER 



§   
About Salmon-Safe 

§  Science-based 
standards 

§  Urban development 
focus 

§  Mayor’s Challenge 
with City of Portland 

§  Public education 

SALMON-SAFE  
WILLAMETTE 



SALMON-SAFE 
§  Founded by environmental 

NGO Pacific Rivers  
§  Independent Northwest-

based nonprofit 
§  A leading West Coast eco-

label 
§  Expanding on West Coast 

through Partner Network 
 





CERTIFYING TO INSPIRE 
RESTORATION 

§  Urban/commercial 
development  

§  Corporate & university 
campuses 

§  Municipal operations & 
park systems 

§  Airports, light 
industrial/infrastructure 

§  Farms/vineyards 

 















BENEFITS OF 
CERTIFICATION 
§  Price premium 
§  Market access 

§  Operational 
efficiencies 

§  Risk mitigation/
regulatory 

  



SECTOR-BASED WATERSHED 
PROTECTION STANDARDS 
§  Farm (1999) 

§  Park systems (2004) 

§  Urban campus (2005) 

§  Golf (2012) 

§  Large-construction 
accreditation (2014) 

§  Urban Development (2015) 

§  Infrastructure (2016) 

§  Developer accreditation 
(2016) 

§  Designer accreditation 
(2018) 



From Building an Arc:  Architecture, Biodiversity, 
and the City (Muller, Cerra and McGinley, 2015) 
 

  WHY SALMON-SAFE: ELEVATING 
ECOLOGY IN SUSTAINABILITY 

 





Nike	2016	

   GOAL: INSPIRE TRANSITION TO 
   NET ZERO WATERSHED IMPACT 





Salmon are the real super-athletes, swimming 2000 miles from our rivers to the Pacific Ocean
and back. And like any athlete, one thing they need is clean water. That’s why Nike took steps
to certify their World Headquarters  Salmon-Safe. Harmful chemicals were eliminated from
groundskeeping, water for landscaping was reduced, and Nike’s streams and wetlands are
being restored. All this is to ensure that the water Nike contributes to our rivers is clean enough
for wild salmon to spawn and thrive. For more information visit www.salmonsafe.org

T H E N I K E W O R L D H E A D Q U A R T E R S I S N O W C E R T I F I E D S A L M O N - S A F E

Thanks to Nike,  they’ l l  run a c lean race.



Illustration by Urban Design Associates 



ARBOR BLOCKS 













  TOYOTA LOGISTICAL SERVICES: 
PORT OF PORTLAND TERMINAL 4 





I have asked that each service-delivery 
bureau in the city seek and achieve 
Salmon-Safe certification. 

 - Mayor Charlie Hales, June 5, 2013 
   World Environment Day 

THE MAYOR’S 
SALMON-SAFE 
CHALLENGE 



CHALLENGE 
INSPIRED BY 
12+ YEARS  
LEADERSHIP 
FROM 
PORTLAND 
PARKS 





TRANSFORMING A CITY: 
BUREAU BY BUREAU 
§  City-wide reach 
§  Policy and 

planning focus 
§  Bureau-by-

bureau 
engagement 

§  5-year 
implementation 

 



PF&R| FIRE STATION 



Portland. The First Salmon-Safe City.
salmonsafe.org









AN INVITATION 



www.salmonsafe.org 
 


