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Exploring a Smoke Ready 
Communities Program
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During a wildfire, the public wants information related to smoke to better inform 
their health decisions

The focus has been providing information on how to protect yourself from smoke 
and where to find smoke-related information during a wildfire

Air Resource Advisors (ARAs) 
provide on-the-ground coordination 
for smoke communications

Communications materials and 
cooperative partnerships must be in 
place beforehand

Wildfire Smoke Response



Smoke Ready Communities 
“Addressing Public Health Concerns before a Wildfire Smoke Event”

Main Questions

What would a Smoke Ready Community look 
like to you?  

What are the key components that would make 
a community Smoke Ready? 

How is air quality information currently being 
shared and disseminated? 

OAQPS and ORD, along with our partners in the US Forest Service, recognized a gap in the 
important information available before a wildfire smoke event

We needed to learn more from our stakeholders on what’s been done and what will be 
effective in a voluntary Smoke Ready Communities program
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Are you a Smoke Ready Community?
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Who are most vulnerable 
to the smoke?

What assistance 
will be needed?
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IDENTIFYING AT-RISK 
POPULATIONS
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http://nesec.org/

IDENTIFYING AT-RISK 
POPULATIONS

Schools
Hospitals 
Assisted Living
Retirement Communities

Who are most vulnerable 
to the smoke?

What assistance 
will be needed?

http://nesec.org/
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Did you know you live in a 
Smoke Ready community?

Find out more on how to protect yourself from 
wildfire smoke at Your Dept of Publc Health
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Smoke Ready Toolbox
https://www.epa.gov/smoke-ready-toolbox-wildfires
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Repackage and distribute 
existing information 
ahead of time
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WHEN SHOULD WE….

…tell people to prepare for smoke 
prior to wildfire season?

…send out alerts on approaching 
smoke?

…cancel outdoor festivals, sports 
practices and games?

…send kids home from school?

…cancel summer camps?

…open cleaner air shelters?
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IDENTIFYING AND 
ESTABLISHING CLEAN 

AIR SHELTERS AND 
SPACES

IN-HOME CLEAN 

AIR SPACES

-Educational materials on 
HVAC filters and Indoor Air 

Cleaners

-Identifying funds to 
purchase and dispense to 

those in need

COMMUNITY-LEVEL

CLEAN AIR SHELTER

Equipping Schools, 
Libraries, Community 

Centers, etc. with 
adequate protection from 

wildfire smoke
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Coordinate with ARAs when 
possible

Know how to message 
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16



Next Steps

As we move forward….

Any suggested action 
plans we recommend 
must acknowledge the 
cultural sensitivities and 
financial realities across 
the diverse communities 
we are trying to reach

We can’t do this alone! 
We need partnerships 
and support from the 
local community leaders, 
tribal leaders, State 
officials and the EPA 
Regional offices.
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How we move forward….

Reach out to Federal 
Agencies, 
State/Local/Tribal 
Groups and find 
partners

Identify programs to 
model or partner with to 
effectively reach 
communities

Start talking on the 
concepts and find a pilot 
community



18

Thank you! 
Questions?

Ali Kamal – US EPA
Kamal.Ali@epa.gov

epa.gov/smoke-ready-toolbox-wildfires
wildlandfiresmoke.net
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Evaluate and “challenge” less-expensive measurement equipment 
(sensor nodes) that can fill the spatial gaps during wildfire events

Sensor Challenge


