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Slide title

Don’t place your talking points on the slide
̶ Use the notes section of the PPT
̶ Use other slide options to share information
̶ Review the data and statistics slides
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Our s ervices / what we do

Service
Text. Text. Text. Text. Text.

Program service
Text. Text. Text. Text. Text. 

Function
Text. Text. Text. Text. Text. 
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PCB Criteria: Spokane River

 Downstream Spokane Tribe HHC is 1.3 ppq

Regulatory levels for 
total PCBs

Total PCBs (ppb) Basis

Human health 
criterion (HHC)

0.000007
(or 7 parts per quadrillion)

Fish ingestion by 
people

Aquatic life 
criterion

Acute 2.0
Fish health

Chronic 0.014
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Measuring PCBs

Two methods are available to measure PCBs

Measures Method 608 Method 1668
EPA Approved for 
Compliance

Yes No

Sensitivity Moderate High
Quantitation level 50,000 ppq 7-30 ppq
Blank Interference Limited High
Purpose Compliance Source tracking
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Challenges Measuring PCBs

 PCBs are everywhere, including filtered laboratory water
 Separating background PCBs in water from other sources

How do we account for background PCB levels?
 Blank censoring: 

o Measure PCB levels in control blanks
o Apply a multiplier to PCB levels measured in blanks (e.g. 1x, 3x, 5x, 10x)
o Confidence in reported PCB level depends on the multiplier selected

o 10x blank = high confidence (used in permitting)
o 3-5x blank = moderate confidence (used in source tracking)
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2018 
Outreach

March Spokane Permitting Workshop
March 14, 2018

August Water Quality Permitting Tools Workshop 
August 8, 2018

November
Water Quality Permitting Tools Workshop #2: 
Decoding the Variance Process
November 5, 2018
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October 8, 2019

Inadvertent PCBs in Inks and Pigments: 
Partners for Innovative Solutions

November 14, 2019

Workshop on PCB Variances for Spokane 
River Dischargers

March 24 & 26, 2020

Variances open house

October

November

March 
2020

2019 - 2020 
Outreach
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Questions?
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