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December 10, 2018 

U.S. EPA Region 10 
Attn: Director, Office of Water and Watersheds 
1200 Sixth Avenue (OWW-191) 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Re: Comments on Draft NPDES Permit No. IDS028207-Lakes Hig·hway District, Post Falls 
Highway District, and Eastside Highway District Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
Discharge Permit 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Washington State Department of Ecology's Water Quality Program (Ecology) submits the 
following comments to the U.S. EPA and the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) on 
Draft NPDES Permit No. IDS028207 (Draft Permit), which authorizes the Lakes Highway District, 
Post Falls Highway District, and East Side Highway District (Permittees) to manage their stormwater 
discharges within the Spokane River Watershed. 

From Ecology's perspective, the Draft Permit represents an improvement over the prior permit, 
including a strengthened monitoring program and enhanced provisions for street sweeping and catch 
basin maintenance. In many places, the language is clearer and more prescriptive than the _prior 
permit. 

However, some aspects of the Draft Permit should be improved to adequately address stormwater 
pollution from the Pe1mittee's separate storm sewer system and therefore, effectively protect the 
greater-Spokane region's waterbodies. We urge the U.S. EPA to strongly consider the changes 
recommended below. 

1) Section 3.2.6 -Follow-up (pg. 22) under the Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
section of the Draft Permit (Section 3.2) states, "The Permittees must take appropriate action
to- address the source of an ongoing illicit discharge within sixty ( 60) days of its detection, to,
the extent allowable to the Permittee(s) under Idaho law."

Ecology is concerned that, where the Permittees identify a recurring illicit discharge
stemming from an illicit connection to their MS4 (with the exception of discharges that
originate from irrigation flows or groundwater seepage), the Draft Permit does not outline a
firm timeline and final date requiring the elimination of the connection and/or discharge. We
believe the wording in the Draft Permit that Permittees " ... must take appropriate action to
address the source of an ongoing illicit discharge ... " is insufficient to ensure that all such
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