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1. BRIEFING MEMO
January 4, 2023

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADMINISTRATOR

FROM:	Joseph Goffman, OAR, 202-738-2971, Goffman.joseph@epa.gov

SUBJECT:	NEXUS Briefing

DATE:	January 11, 2023

TIME:	2:30 PM Eastern Standard Time

	
I. REQUESTING OFFICE
Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards (OAQPS)

II. TIMING
This briefing is requested to occur by January 11, 2023. This timing will facilitate near-term planning for the NEXUS tool and its utility in informing IRA related activities and actions. 
III. PURPOSE
NEXUS is an advanced screening tool to inform multi-pollutant air quality planning and has the potential to help state, local, and tribal agencies identify communities with environmental justice concerns that would benefit most from IRA funds, by assisting them to better characterize and address multi-pollutant air quality and human health risks. OAQPS will provide a demonstration of how this screening tool can be used by S/L/Ts to combine multiple data layers in a single platform, including criteria and toxic pollutant emissions, concentrations, and risk data; source locations; criteria and toxic pollutant monitoring data; Environmental Justice (EJ)/demographic indicators; nonattainment and advance areas, tribal area boundaries, and Class I areas.
IV. BACKGROUND AND HISTORY (BULLETS ARE FINE)
[A short synopsis of important events that lead to this action.  As appropriate, this should include a summary of the litigation history, relevant statutes, scientific studies, and previous regulatory actions.  Use a timeline format if possible. Please do not write an exhaustive accounting of the history around this action.  Provide a list of internal EPA offices consulted (e.g., OGC, OCIR, other programs).]
· Development of the NEXUS tool began in 2020 to create a user-friendly tool that integrates multiple data sets to help understand the nature of a multi-pollutant problem while working effectively with state, local and tribal (SLT) air agencies and/or local communities. 
· Since then, the tool has been expanded to include EJ/demographic indicators, GHG emissions, and a proximity screening analysis module to facilitate community-level multi-pollutant planning and environmental justice analyses. 
· Most recently, tool development has been focused on utility for analyzing potential EJ issues where other air quality issues are present. 
· Other EPA offices recognize the tool as helpful to focus IRA efforts with SLTs. 
· Internal EPA offices that have been consulted include OAQPS, OAP, OTAQ, OAR, ORD, OP, OEJ, and OGC.

V. KEY ISSUES 
[A summary of the relevant environmental and public health concerns, technical issues, legal requirements and vulnerabilities, key changes that are being proposed, impacts, and areas of disagreement and agreement among stakeholders.]
NEXUS is being proposed for use in helping to inform IRA efforts with states, locals, tribes, and communities.
VI. REGULATORY SUMMARY (IF APPROPRIATE)
[For rulemakings, include a summary of the regulatory development process.  This should include a summary of the costs and benefits, relevant facts and figures (e.g. facility closures, jobs created), a summary of the regulatory options that were considered, and a summary of changes to the rule as a result of OMB review or public comment.  Discuss whether alternative (non-regulatory) approaches have been explored (e.g. Are there other approaches that might achieve the same outcome?)]
While NEXUS is not part of a regulatory action, this tool has utility in informing Agency actions to implement the IRA.
VII. ADDITIONAL POLICY OR TECHNICAL INFORMATION (IF APPROPRIATE)
[A summary of any additional policy or technical information that is relevant to the decision at hand.]
N/A
VIII. ANTICIPATED STAKEHOLDER REACTION 
[A summary of your assessment of how key stakeholder will respond to this action, including communities, industry, environmental groups, states, tribes, and most especially other federal agencies.]  
NEXUS is currently available for internal EPA use only, however, there has been significant interest from SLTs to access and use the screening tool.
IX. STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT 
[An accounting of all public outreach and engagement activities, including public meetings, federal agency engagement, federalism consultation, tribal consultation, industry consultations, and environmental group consultations.] 
To date, over 50 briefings have been given to internal EPA offices (OAQPS, OAP, OTAQ, OAR, ORD, OP, OEJ, and OGC). The CAAAC was also briefed on 9/14/22 and AAPCA on 9/29/22.

X. ROLL-OUT AND COMMUNICATIONS PLAN
[A summary of the communications plan, including top line messages, the expected format for public release (e.g. press release, desk statement),  the stakeholders that will be contacted, plans for Congressional notification, and any outside “champions” that have been identified to speak out in support of the action.]
TBD
XI. NEXT STEPS/UPCOMING DEADLINES
[A summary of any next steps, including key decision points for the Administrator, anticipated conclusion of OMB review, court-ordered deadlines, anticipated signature date, and anticipated public release date.]
· Determine if NEXUS can be used to inform IRA implementation with SLTs
· Develop a web-based NEXUS version
· Work towards making the tool publicly available
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