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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This report provides an overview of the emission data and technical
basis for nitrogen oxides (NOX) new source performance standards (NSPS) for
small boilers. Small boilers are defined as industrial-commercial-
institutional steam generating units having a heat input capacity of 29 MW
(100 million Btu/hour) or less.

A number of NOx control techniques were considered for the purpose of
evaluating alternative NOx emission standards for small boilers. Detailed
discussions of the design and operating principles of each of these control
techniques can be found in: Technology Assessment Report For [ndustrial
Boiler Applications: NOX Combustion Modification (i.e., N0x ITAR).1

This report is organized according to the major fossil fuel types
combusted in small boilers. A summary of key ass.mptions and conclusions is
presented in Section 2.0. Available NOx emissions data and the results of
the technical analyses for natural gas-fired boilers are presented in
Section 3.0. Sections 4.0, 5.0, and 6.0 contain similar discussions for
distillate oil, residual oil, and coal combustion, respectively.




2.0 SUMMARY

Only a small number of State and local agencies currently regulate NO,
emissions from small boi1ers.2 Consequently, the regulatory baseline
emission level for small boilers is represented by N0x emissions from boilers
operating without any NOx controls.

Available NOx test data on small boilers show that NOx emissions vary
considerably for these boilers operating with or without NOx control.
However, in many cases, these data are insufficient to analyze or explain the
reasons for this variability. Where sufficient data were available,
regression analysis was employed to develop equations predicting NOx
emissions as a function of key operating parameters affecting NOx emissions
(e.g., boiler load, excess 02 level, combustion air temperature, and fuel-
bound nitrogen content). These regression equations, however, do not explain
the high degree of scatter in the data and, as a result, do not predict NOx
emissions with any degree of accuracy. Consequently, neither controlled nor
uncontrolled NOx emission levels can be determined for small boilers. As a
result, an insufficient technical basis is available for developing an NSPS.



3.0 NATURAL GAS NOX EMISSIONS AND CONTROL TECHNIQUES

The N0x control techniques for which data are available include low
excess air (LEA), flue gas recirculation (FGR), overfire air ports (OFA), and
staged combustion burners (SCBs). These controls represent the techniques
considered to be both commercially available and applicable to small boilers.
Two other N0x control techniques having limited applicability to small
boilers are selective catalytic reduction (SCR) and selective non-catalytic
reduction (SNCR or ammonia injection). These technologies have been applied
to some small boilers operating in California to meet stringent NOx emission
limits in that State. Cost analyses, however, indicate that both SCR and
SNCR technologies are expensive control options for small boilers (i.e., in

excess of S4,000/ton).3’4 Thus, these two technologies were not considered
further.

3.1 REGULATORY BASELINE EMISSION LEVELS

The regulatory baseline is defined as the uncontrolled NOx emission
Tevel because of the virtual absence of State and local regulation of NOx
emissions from small natural gas-fired boilers. Regulatory baseline NOx
emission data from tests conducted on 14 small natural gas-fired boilers
ranging in heat input capacity from 2.3 to 26 MW (8 to 88 million Btu/hour)
can be found in Table 3-1. In addition to the NOx emission data, this table
presents boiler data for each boiler tested.

As shown by this table, baseline NOx emissions from these bojlers were
highly scattered, ranging from 30.5 to 132 ng/J (0.071 to 0.307 1b/million
Btu). In an attempt to reduce this scatter, regression analysis was employed
to explain the variability in NOX emissions as a function of boiler load ,
(i.e., heat release rate), excess 02 level, and combustion air temperature.
To evaluate the adequacy of these regression equations for predicting NOx
emissions from small boilers, the actual baseline NOx emission data in
Table 3-1 were compared to the baseline NOx emissions predicted by the
regression equations. This comparison of actual and predicted baseline NOx
emission values is presented in Table 3-2.
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TABLE 3-2. COMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND PREDICTED NOX EMISSIONS
FOR UNCONTROLLED NATURAL GAS-FIRED SMALL BOILERS

NO_ emissions

Boiler (1b/million Btu) : Percent a
I[.D. Actual Predicted deviation
3-2 0.122 0.151 -24
4-4 0.132 0.178 -35

5-248-1 0.076 0.177 -133

26-1 0.071 0.161 -126
1-1 0.101 0.128 -27
1-2 0.101 0.120 -19
1-3 0.117 0.131 ST

10-4 0.127 0.142 -12

19-2 0.075 0.127 -69

9-B8C-1 0.307 0.204 33

28-1 0.257 0.178 31

38-2 0.268 0.261 3

4percent deviation = (actual - predicted NOX emissions) * 100/actual NO
emissions.



As shown in Table 3-2, the deviation between the actual and the
predicted baseline NOx emission levels ranges from 33 to -133 percent. These
large deviations indicate that, even after the regression equations are
emp]oyed, a great deal of scatter remains. As a result, these regression
equations cannot be used to predict baseline N0x emissions from small natural
gas-fired boilers with any degree of accuracy. Consequently, it is not
possible to establish a NOx emission level representative of small natural
gas-fired boilers under baseline (i.e., uncontrolled) conditions.

3.2 LOW EXCESS AIR (LEA)

With LEA, the combustion air flow to the boiler is reduced to near the
minimum amount needed for complete combustion. The level to which the excess
air can be lowered is usually limited by the onset of excessive carbon
monoxide (CO) and smoke formation due to incomplete combustion. As discussed
in the NO, ITAR, LEA primarily reduces thermal NO_ emissions.® For
this reason, LEA is most effective in reducing NOx emissions from the
combustion of low nitrogen bearing fuels such as natural gas and distillate
oil.

Two general approaches are used for LEA control. One uses an 02 trim
system on a conventional burner/boiler unit; the other uses an LEA-designed
burner along with an 0z trim device. Natural gas-fired boilers can typically
operate using either LEA control system at excess air levels near 10 percent
(2 percent 02 in the flue gas) while maintaining safe boiler operation and
satisfactory combustion conditions.

Low excess air controls can be applied to all small boilers equipped
with forced draft burners. For boilers equipped with atmospheric burﬁers,
LEA cannot be used since excess air levels cannot be controlled; boilers
containing these burners are typically cast-iron units. However, some larger
cast-iron boilers can be equipped with forced draft burners and, therefore,
could use the LEA control technique.

Emission test data from application of LEA control on small natural
gas-fired boilers may also be found in Table 3-1 for the same 14 small
natural gas-fired boilers discussed in Section 3.1. Like the uncontrolled
NOx emission data, LEA-controlled NOx emissions from these boilers were

.



highly scattered, ranging from 28.4 to 126 ng/J (0.066 to 0.294 1b/million
Btu). The negative NOx reductions for two boilers presented in Table 3-1
indicate the LEA-controlled NOx emissions for these two units were actually
higher than the uncontrolled NOx emissions.

Regression analysis was employed to explain the variability introduced
into these data by operation of these boilers under different conditions. A
comparison of actual and predicted NOx emissiqps using the regression
equations developed for this analysis is presented in Table 3-3. As shown in
the table, the deviation between the actual and predicted NOx emissions
ranges from 33 to -123 percent. As explained above, these large deviations
between the actual and predicted NOx emission levels indicate that the
regression equations are not reliable predictors of LEA-controlled NOx
emissions from these boilers. As a result, it is not possible to establish
NOx emission levels representative of LEA-controlled small natural gas-fired
boilers, nor is it possible to predict the NOx reduction performance of LEA
on these boilers.

3.3 OTHER NOy CONTROLS

3.3.1 Flue Gas Recirculation (FGR)

In an FGR system, a portion of the flue gas is recycled from the stack
to the burner windbox. Upon entering the windbox, the gas is mixed with the
combustion air prior to being fed to the burner. For this reason, FGR has
been applied primarily to boilers firing low nitrogen bearing fuels (i.e.,
natural gas and distillate oil).

Flue gas recirculation systems are commercially available for small
boilers ranging between 1.5 and 29 MW (5 and 100 million Btu/hour) heat input
capacity, although no FGR systems have been installed to date on cast-iron
boilers.

Table 3-4 presents NOX emissions data from nine short-term tests
conducted on five natural gas-fired boilers, operating both with and without
FGR, ranging from 6.5 to 16 MW (22 to 56 million Btu/hour) heat input
capacity. This table also provides boiler data for each boiler tested.



TABLE 3-3.

COMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND PREDICTED NOX EMISSIONS FOR

THE NATURAL GAS-FIRED SMALL BOILERS USING LEA

NO_ emissions

Boiler (1b*million Btu) Percent
1.D. Actual Predicted deviation
3-2 0.080 0.135 -69
4-4 0.111 0.169 -53

5-248-1 0.072 0.161 -123

26-1 0.093 0.140 -50
1-1 0.079 0.114 -44
1-2 0.095 0.108 -14
1-3 0.094 0.122 -29

10-4 0.132 0.136 -3

19-2 0.066 0.119 -80

9-B8C-1 0.294 0.197 33

28-1 0.202 0.167 17

38-2. 0.222 0.242 -9

3parcent deviation = (actual - predicted NOx emissions) * 100/actual NOx

emissions.
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Table 3-4 shows that the five boilers were operated at a variety of
loads and excess 02 levels and that they have varying amounts of flue gas
recir;u]ated to the boiler. This resulted in NOx emission reductions ranging
from 49 to 75 percent and FGR-controlled NOx emissions ranging from 6.9 to 17
ng/J (0.016 to 0.040 1b/million Btu). Regression analysis, employed to
explain the variability in these data by operation of these boilers under
different conditions was unsuccessful. Thus, it was not possible to develop
equations from these data to predict NOx emissions from small natural
gas-fired boilers using FGR. Further, it is not possible to establish NOx
emission levels representative of small natural gas-fired boilers using FGR,
nor is it possible to predict the NIOx reduction performance of FGR on these
boilers.

3.3.2 Overfire Air Ports (OFA)

With OFA, conventional burners are used to introduce the fuel and
sub-stoichiometric quantities of combustion air (known as primary air) into
the boiler. The remaining combustion air (known as secondary air) is
introduced downstream of the burners approximately one-third of the length of
the furnace through overfire air ports. As discussed in the NO ITAR, both
thermal and fuel NO emissions are reduced using this technique. 8 For this
reason, this technxque is effective in reducing NOx emissions from boilers
firing any fossil fuel.

Overfire air systems are commercially available for boilers with heat
input capacities greater than about 7.3 MW (25 million Btu/hour); they are
generally not commercially available for smaller size boilers.

Table 3-5 presents NOx emissions data from short-term NOx tests
conducted on three small natural gas-fired boilers operating with and without
OFA systems. These boilers, rated from 6.5 to 16 MW (22 to 56 million
Btu/hour) heat input capacity, operated at different loads and excess 02
levels. OFA-controlled NOx emissions ranged from 31 to 61 ng/J (0.073 to
0.142 1b/million Btu) and the NOx emission reduction achieved by OFA ranged
from 13 to 31 percent for the three boilers.

Such a limited data base does not permit regression analysis to be used
to develop equations predicting NOx emissions. Consequently, it is not

10
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possible to establish NO, emission levels veyresentative of small natural
gas-fired boilers using OFA, nor is it possible to predict the NOx reduction
performance of OFA on these boilers.

3.3.3 §f§ged Combustion Burners (SCB8s)

As the name implies, staged combustion burners, also known as "low NO,
burners,” reduce NOx formation by allowing combustion in stages. The staging
technique is similar to that of the OFA system except that the combustion
staging is achieved by the burner rather than through the use of OFA ports.
One type of SCB stages the fuel, others stage the combustion air to achieve
staged combustion.16 The NO_ ITAR describes the various types of SCBs
available for small boi’lers.¥7 As with OFA, both thermal and fuel NOx
emissions are reduced using SCBs. For this reason, this technique is
effective in reducing NOx emissions from boilers firing any fossil fuel.

Staged combustion burners are commercially available in the small boiler
size category for boilers with heat input capacities greater than 7.3 MW (25
million Btu/hour). Another type of SCB, called the radiant or ceramic fiber
burner, emits low NOx emissions by combusting gaseous fuels without flame.
Ceramic fiber burners for very small natural gas-fired firetube boilers are
currently available at the 1.5 MW (5 million Btu/hour) size or 1ess.18

Table 3-6 presents NOx emission data from short-term tests conducted on
three natural gas-fired boilers using SCBs, rated between 18 and 31 MW (63 to
106 million Btu/hour) heat input capacity. Nitrogen oxides emissions ranged
from 30 to 39 ng/J (0.07 to 0.09 1b/million Btu). Baseline test data were
not available for these boilers without combustion staging. Consequently,
the reduction in NOx emissions achieved by SCBs on each of those boilers
cannot be determined. As mentioned above for OFA, such a limited data base
does not permit the use of regression analysis. Thus, equations predicting
NOx emissions from small natural gas-fired boilers using SCBs could not be
developed. Further, it is not possible to establish NOx emission levels
representative of small natural gas-fired boilers using SCBs, nor is it
possible to predict the NOx reduction performance of SCBs on these boilers.

12
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4.0 DISTILLATE OIL NOx EMISSIONS AND CONTROL TECHNIQUES
The N0x controls for which emission data are available include LEA, FGR,
OFA, and SCBs. The operating principles, applicability, and commercial
availability of these techniques for distillate oil-fired boilers are the
same as for natural gas-fired boilers discussed above.

4.1 REGULATORY BASELINE EMISSION LEVELS

The regulatory baseline is defined as the uncontrolled NOx emission
level because of the virtual absence of State and local regulation of NOx
emissions from small oil-fired boilers. Regulatory baseline NOx emission
data from tests conducted on six small distillate oil-fired boilers, ranging
in heat input capacity from 3.8 to 11 MW (13 to 38 million Btu/hour), can be
found in Table 4-1. Emission data were collected from one boiler using three
different oil atomization techniques. Table 4-1 also presents boiler data
for each boiler tested.

Table 4-1 shows that uncontrolled NOx emissions from the boilers were
highly scattered, ranging from 42.1 to 96.3 ng/J (0.098 to 0.224
1b/million Btu). In an aitempt to reduce this scatter in the data,
regression analysis was employed to explain the variability in NOx emissions
as a function of boiler load (i.e., heat release rate), excess 02 level,
combustion air temperature, and nitrogen content of the 011.22 The boilers
at sites #3-2 and #4-4 were deleted from the analysis due to lack of data on
fuel nitrogen content.

_ A comparison of actual NOx emissions and predicted NOx emissions using
the regression equations developed from this analysis is presented in
Table 4-2. As shown in the table, the deviation between the actual and the
predicted NOx emissions ranges from 26 to -47 percent. These large
deviations indicate that, even after the regression equations are employed, a
great deal of scatter remains in the data. As a result, these regression
equations cannot be used to predict NOx emissions from these boilers with any
degree of accuracy. Further, it is not possible to establish a regulatory
baseline NOx emission level representative of small distillate oil-fired
boilers.

14
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TABLE 4-2. COMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND PREDICTED NOx EMISSIONS FOR

UNCONTROLLED DISTILLATE OIL-FIRED SMALL BOILERS

NO_ emissions

Boiler (1b7million Btu) Percent |
I.D. Actual Predicted deviation
1-2 0.136 0.161 -18
19-1 (Steam)? 0.098 0.126 -29
19-1 (Air)? 0.134 0.126 6
19-1 (Mech)? 0.107 0.130 -22
Loc. 19 0.154 0.114 26
1-3 0.158 0.232 -47

ndicates type of oil atomization. Mech = mechanical.

b
emissions.

Percent deviation = (actual -

16

predicted NOx emissions) * 100/actual NOx



4.2 LOW EXCESS AIR (LEA)

Emission test data from application of LEA control on small distillate
0il-fired boilers may also be found in Table 4-1 for the same six small
distillate oil-fired boilers discussed in Section 4.1. Like the uncontrolled
NOx emission data, LEA-controlled NOX emissions were highly scattered,
ranging from 37.8 to 84.7 ng/J (0.088 to 0.197 1b/million Btu). The NOx
emission reductions also varied considerably (from 2 to 19 percent).

As with the uncontrolled NOx emission data, regression analysis was
employed to explain the variability introduced into the data by operation of
these boilers under different conditions.23 A comparison of actual NOx
emissions and predicted NOx emissions using the regression equations
developed from this analysis is summarized in Table 4-3. As shown in the
table, the deviation between the actual and the predicted NOx emissions
ranges from 36 to -40 percent. These large deviations between the actual and
predicted NOx emissions indicate that the regression equations are not
reliable predictors of LEA-controlled emissions from these boilers. As a
result, it is not possible to establish NO, emission levels which are
representative of small distillate oil-fired boilers using LEA, nor is it
possible to predict the Nox reduction performance of LEA on these boilers.

4.3 OTHER NOx CONTROLS

4.3.1 Flue Gas Recir;u]ation (FGR)

Nitrogen oxides emissions data from tests conducted on two distillate
oil-fired boilers operating with and without FGR are summarized in Table 4-4.
One boiler was rated at 7.3 MW (25 million Btu/hour) heat input capacity and
the other boiler was rated at 16.4 MW (56 million Btu/hour) heat input
capacity. This table also provides boiler data for each boiler tested.

Table 4-4 shows that the two boilers were operated at different loads
and excess 02 levels and that they have different amounts of flue gas
recirculated to the boilers. This resulted in FGR-controlled NOx emissions
ranging from 17.6 to 65.4 ng/J (0.041 to 0.152 1b/million Btu). Such a

17



TABLE 4-3. COMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND PREDICTED NOx EMISSIONS
FOR THE DISTILLATE OIL-FIRED SMALL BOILERS USING LEA

NO_ emissions

Boiler (1bmillion Btu) Percent b
I.D. Actual Predicted deviation

1-2 0.118 0.142 -20

19-1 a 0.088 0.119 -35

(Steam)

19-1 a 0.125 0.106 16

(Air)

19-1 a 0.105 0.110 -5

(Mech)

Loc. 19 0.125 ~0.080 36

1-3 0.134 0.187 -40

Andicates type of oil atomization. Mech = mechanical.

Percent deviation = (actual - predicted N0x emissions) * 100/actual
NOx emissions.

18
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limited data base does not permit the use of regression analysis to develop
equations predicting NO, emissions from small distillate oil-fired boilers
using FGR. Consequently, it is not possible to establish NOx emission levels
representative of small distillate oil-fired boilers using FGR, nor is it
possible to predict the NOx reduction performance of FGR on these boilers.

4.3.2 Overfire Air Ports (OFA)

Table 4-5 presents NOx emission data from tests conducted on one small

~ distillate oil-fired boiler operating with and without OFA and rated at 6.5
MW (22 million Btu/hour) heat input capacity. This table also provides
boiler data for this boiler. This boiler emitted 53.8 ng/J (0.125

1b/million Btu) of NOx during OFA operation and 66.2'ng/J (0.154 1b/million
Btu) of NOx during baseline testing, resulting in a 19 percent reduction in
NOx emissions over baseline. As mentioned above for FGR, such a limited
data base does not permit the use of regression analysis. Thus, equations
predicting NOx'émissions and NO_ emission reductions from small distillate
oil-fired boilers using OFA cannot be developed. Further, it is not possible
to establish Nox emission levels representative of small distillate oil-fired
boilers using OFA, nor is it possible to predict the NOx emission reduction
performance of OFA on these boilers.

4.3.3 Staged Combustion Burners (SCBs)

The results of a single NOx test on one small distillate oil-fired
boiler rated at 22 MW (75 million Btu/hour) heat input capacity using a
staged combustion burner are presented in Table 4-6. Emissions of NOx
measured from this boiler were 47.3 ng/J (0.110 1b/million Btu) during low
NOx operation. Baseline test data were not available for this boiler
operating without combustion staging. Consequently, the reduction in NOx
emissions achieved by SCBs on this boiler cannot be determined. As mentioned
above for both FGR and OFA, such a limited data base does not permit the use
of regression analysis. Thus, equations predicting NOx emissions from small
distillate oil-fired boilers using SCBs could not be developed. As a result,

20



-1 esusiejey uy peiusessd e3¢ ¢] edusre)sy woij siinees Jeep

L4
°

‘oty £q nag  O1/q1 Wi swejesyme Lydyayren '[9 01 J10AUOD o)
o._: 08) O LT swness} sinjuIedwe) USIQWS a qUY
° L]

‘ocy £q g 'e:‘_-c-
twe £1d13inm ‘/fu @3 130AUCD 81 (9IN0Y (>) WILI.Il0Ys S30A e1sey (¥ -1esd{vur juedesuiEn]iEey) WO1130(3 ORISY] dq poansssw s10A suojssiEe  ON
* ' -podensed « 934 'eqnI10INA = ;A
-1
134 (1 1241 <o a0/s0°0 azly st cTr-o/vet o o! INTE N ¢ 1) v00°'0 e) s (ey) 112 oid 'In sl 201
souesejly v-:o.-ulc,o peytoaive peljorrved uciu-cu poiiorvod pejiosives susszed tweszed andur 1vey  (Iq- 1Jjnig o) edsy ‘a1
. .
[Aad Riddd ] :!.:o:a ¢ jouytessq  ‘wejionper of a-!-:-:a Joutieseq ‘peoy ‘vePordjw (Iy/nig 0o1) M nm I:.‘n eq10g 10108
wessed nig ot/al 0 XC B wdd nag o:u- Jusszed 1803 1ong .:-“-._-u ‘eyea
thousyo1]50 .-5-.-“’ [77] ‘emmy we 0O .-'-o-«' on we 1 1engEol) .~° LELRT esfezeay FLARL ] ssweiel 80y
asyyeg peoy 1in4
wivg i8¢} s1vg av1oQ
(v40) S1¥0d MIV FEI14M3A0 INOHIIM ANV BLIA
ONILVHIdO SS3T WO 1ndMI 1VAR (¥NOR/n1d NOITIIW ootl)
b3
MM 6Z 1V QILVH SHOLVEANID WYILlS QIUI4-T10 A1VI1ILSIC HOUWd Viva SNOISSINI ON '§-v 314V

21



‘peizodes j0u = WX '[(d 08) D (T sonsre] einjziedEe] UIQUY = Quy 1P[QE[JTAT 10U = <zu
o ]

‘ocy £q mag- oo:.:l_:
suoysejwe L1djajnu ‘r/Bu 03 1XsAUOD ol ‘(sInoy €>) m1e1-3130Ue eIsA £1893 IV ‘2ezilsuT JUNIESUTEN]IFYY uo11591Z omisy] £q peinsvsw e1ea suolFsIumd ON
' q

cpefuenord = ONd 1OqNIARITA = [N
.

124 ouz\uz 16/VR 01t"0/VYN uaﬂ< a.:u; e (s2) 2t (L) (T oid 'IA F
sousiejey pei1013U02 pel1013U0d petiozaued 4 petiosauod  3Jusaized andup jwey  (xy- IF/nag o0T1) edLy zey70Q Q1
[] .
Jouyieseq |suyisseq ..\!.:--A ‘sanivredwe) Joutteswq ‘peo]  (aysnag o1) M om-c l:.xn asyyog
jueosed uo 1¢ 9 wdd nag ot/qat 11w uojisnqwo) juedaed 1883 .»uuu“m-o .om-u
x T
‘Lousyo13ye ‘suoyssiws Q) .-:o:“aan ON ‘"0 nowig  aleasaAy 2917104 ssweis1 Iwey
291704 peol 1104
vieq 189l e3eq 191109

(g98) SWINMNG ROILISNEWOD GIJVIS ONISN SSIT WO (MNOH/N14 NOITIIH 001) MR 62

x
Iv G3lvd SHOLVHANAD Wvils GFUI4-110 3IVTIIISIA HOYd VIVQ SNOISSIK OR "9-v 1€Vl

22



it is not possible to establish NOX emission levels representative of small
distillate oil-fired boilers using SCBs, nor is it possible to predict the
Nox emission reduction performance of SCBs on these boilers.
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5.0 RESIDUAL OIL NOx EMISSIONS AND CONTROL TECHNIQUES
The NOx controls for which emission data are available include LEA, FGR,
and OFA. No emission data are available for SCBs operating on these boilers.
The operating principles, applicability, and commercial availability of these
techniques for residual oil-fired boilers are the same as for both natural
gas and distillate oil-fired boilers discussed above.

5.1 REGULATORY BASELINE EMISSION LEVELS

The regulatory baseline is defined as the uncontrolled NOX emission
level because of the virtual absence of State and local regulation of NOx
emissions from small residual oil-fired boilers. Regulatory baseline NOx
emission data from tests conducted on 14 residual oil-fired boilers, ranging
in heat input capacity from 2.6 to 29 MW (9 to 100 million Btu/hour) can be
found in Table 5-1. This table also presents boiler data for each boiler
tested.

Table 5-1 shows that uncontrolled NOx emissions from these boilers were
highly scattered, ranging from 86 to 276 ng/J (0.2 to 0.64 1b/million Btu).
In an attempt to reduce this scatter, regression analysis was empioyed to
explain the variability in NOx emissions as a.function of boiler load (i.e.,
heat release rate), excess 02 level, combustion air temperature, and nitrogen
content of the 011.25 Three boilers (#24-TV, ECCC, and #28-1) were deleted
from the analysis because of lack of data on either heat release rate or fuel
nitrogen content.

A comparison of actual NOx emissions in Table 5-1 and predicted NOx
emissions using the NOx regression equations developed from this ana]ysis is
summarized in Table 5-2. As shown, the deviation between actual and the
predicted NOx emissions ranges from 38 to -58 percent. As with other fuels,
these large deviations indicate that, even after the regression equations are
employed, a great deal of scatter remains in the data. As a result, these
regression equations cannot be used to predict NOx emissions from these
boilers with any degree of accuracy. Consequently, it is not possible to
establish a baseline, or uncontrolled, NOx emission level which is
representative of small residual oil-fired boilers.
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TABLE 5-2. COMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND PREDICTED NOx EMISSIONS

FOR UNCONTROLLED RESIDUAL QIL-FIRED SMALL BOILERS

NO_ Emissions

Boi]§r (1b/Billion Btu) Percent

1.D. Actual Predicted deviation
23-1 0.389 0.392 -1
26-1 0.213 0.217 -2
2-4 0.641 0.395 38
16-2 0.256 0.355 -39
Loc. 19 0.278 0.290 -4
%giéam)a 0.459 0.429 6
%2;¢)a 0.436 0.433 1
19-2 0.217 0.217 0
20-4 0.398 0.431 -8
37-2 0.251 0.397 -58
Loc. 38 0.386 0.266 31
38-2 0.419 0.500 -19

qndicates type of oil atomization.

bPercent deviation = (actual - predicted NOx emissions) *

emissions.

100/actual NOx



5.2 LOW EXCESS AIR (LEA)

Emission test data from application of LEA control on small residual
oil-fired boilers may also be found in Table 5-1 for the same 14 small
residual oil-fired boilers discussed in Section 5-1. Like the uncontrolled
NOx emission data, LEA-controlled NOx emissions were highly scattered,
ranging from 62.4 to 246 ng/J (0.145 to 0.572 1b/million Btu). The NOx
emission reductions also varied considerably (from 5 to 28 percent).

As with the uncontrolled Nﬂx emission data, regression analysis was
employed to explain the variability introduced into the data by operation of
these boilers under different conditions. 26 A compar1son of actual NO
emissions and predicted NO emissions using the regression equations
developed from this ana]ysxs is summarized in Table 5-3. As shown in
Table 5-3, the deviation between the actual and the predicted NOx emissions
ranges from 35 to -69 percent. As explained above, these large deviations
between actual and predicted NO emissions indicate that the regression
equations are not reliable predictors of LEA-controlled NO emissions from
these boilers. As a result, it is not possible to estab11sh NOx emission
levels representative of small residual oil-fired boilers using LEA, nor is
it possible to predict the NOx reduction performance of LEA on these boilers

5.3 OTHER NO, CONTROLS

5.3.1 Flue Gas Recirculation (FGR)

Nitrogen oxides emissions data from tests conducted on two residual
oil-fired watertube boilers, one operating with, and the other without FGR
are summarized in Table 5-4. One boiler was rated at 9.1 MW (31 million
Btu/hour) heat input capacity while the other boiler was rated at 6.5 MW (22
million Btu/hour) heat input capacity: Table 5-4 also provides boiler data
for both boilers.

Table 5-4 shows that the two boilers operated at different loads and
excess 0z levels and that they have varying amounts of flue gas being
recirculated to the boilers. This resulted in FGR-controlled NOx emissions
ranging from 48 to 83 ng/J (0.112 to 0.193 1b/million Btu). Such a limited
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TABLE 5-3. COMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND PREDICTED NO EMISSIONS
FOR THE RESIDUAL OIL-FIRED SMALL BOILERS USING LEA

NO_ Emissions

Bo11§r (1bmi1lion Btu) Percent b
Actual Predicted deviation
23-1 0.328 0.372 -13
26-1 0.201 0.181 . 10
2-4 0.572 0.374 35
16-2 0.236 0.342 -45
Loc. 19 0.193 0.270 7 -40
19-1 a 0.438 0.413 6
(Steam)
19-1 0.368 0.415 -13
(A1r) o
19-2 0.159 0.179 -13
20-4 0.356 0.412 -16
37-2 0.230 0.389 -69
Loc. 38 0.305 0.211 31
38-2 0.312 0.469 -50

aIndicates type of oil atomization.

Percent deviation = (actual - predicted NO emissions) * 100/actual
NO emissions.
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data base does not permit the use of regression analysis .u develop equations
predicting NO, emissions from residual oil-fired small boilers using FGR.
Consequently, it is not possible to establish NOx emission levels
representative of small residual oil-fired boilers using FGR, nor is it
possible to predict NOx reduction performance of FGR on these boilers.

5.3.2 Overfire Air Ports (OFA)

Table 5-5 presents NOx emission data from tests conducted on four small
residual oil-fired boilers operating with and without OFA and ranging in heat
input capacity from 6.5 to 16 MW (22 to 56 million Btu/hour).

Table 5-5 shows that OFA-controlled NOx emissions were also highly
scattered, ranging from 60.6 to 105 ng/J (0.141 to 0.245 1b/million Btu).
Furthermore, reductions in NOx emissions ranged considerably, from 24 to 47
percent. As mentioned above for FGR, such a limited data base does not
permit the use of regression analysis. Thus, equations predicting NOx
emissions and NOX emission reductions from small residual oil-fired boilers
using OFA cannot be developed. Consequently, it is not possible to establish
NOx emission levels representative of small residual oil-fired boilers using
OFA, nor is it possible to predict the NOx emission reduction performance of
OFA for these boilers.
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6.0 COAL NOy EMISSIONS AND CONTROL TECHNIQUES

The NOx controls for which emission data are available include LEA and
OFA. Except where noted, the operating principles, applicability, and
commercial availability of these control techniques are the same as those
discussed above for natural gas- and oil-fired boilers.

6.1 REGULATORY BASELINE EMISSION LEVELS

The regulatory baseline is defined as the uncontrolled NOx emission
level because of the virtual absence of State and local regulation of NOx
emissions from small coal-fired boilers. Regulatory baseline NOx emission
data from tests conducted on 11 small coal-fired boilers, ranging in heat
input capacity from 16 to 29 MW (56 to 100 million Btu/hour), can be found in
Table 6-1. Spreader, underfeed, overfeed, and vibrating grate stokers are
represented. In addition to presenting NOx emission data, this table
presents data for each boiler tested.

As shown in this table, NO, emissions from these boilers were highly.
scattered, ranging from 98 to 273 ng/J (0.229 to 0.635 1b/million Btu).
Regression analysis, employed to explain the variability in the data caused
by operation of these boilers under.different operating conditions (i.e.,
boiler load, grate heat release rate, excess air level, and fuel moisture and
nitrogen contents), was unsuccessful.33’34 Thus, regression equations
relating NOx emissions from small coal-fired boilers to various boiler
operating conditions could not be developed and, as a result, it is not
possible to establish an uncontrolled NOx emission level representative of
small coal-fired stoker boilers.

Table 6-2 presents uncontrolled NOx emission data from tests conducted
on three Fluidized Bed Combustion (FBC) boilers, ranging in heat input
capacity from 14.7 to 28.4 MW (50 to 97 million Btu/hour). As shown in Table
6-2, NOx emissions from FBC boilers varied as much as those from the spreader
stoker boilers, ranging from 181 to 327 ng/J (0.42 to 0.76 1b/million Btu).
Regression analysis, employed to explain the variability in the data caused
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by operation of these boilers under differeiit conditions, was also
unsuccessful. Consequently, it is not possible to establish an uncontrolled
NOx emission level representative of small FBC boilers.

6.2 LOW EXCESS AIR (LEA)

The operating principles of LEA are the same as those discussed in
Section 3.2 for natural gas-fired small boilers. For small coal-fired
boilers, LEA is achieved by design and adjustment of the combustion air
delivery system. Typical stack 02 levels for small stoker boilers without
LEA are about 6 percent 0 (40 percent excess air) on newer units and about 5
percent 02 (30 percent excess air) when LEA is applied. 39,40 Small FBC
boilers are typically designed to operate at minimum excess 02 levels ranging
from 3 to 4.5 percent 02 (15 to 25 percent excess air).41

Small coal-fired boilers are generally balanced draft units, with both
forced draft (FD) and induced draft (ID) fans. Often, these units control
combustion air flow based on furnace pressure. The FD fan damper
automatically adjusts . to changes in furnace pressure, and the ID fan tracks
the FD signal. By including an 02 trim system, better Oz'contro1 can be
obtained in the boiler under extreme load variations.

Emission test data from application of LEA control on small coal-fired
stoker boilers may also be found in Table 6-1 for the same 11 small
coal-fired stoker boilers discussed in Section 6.1. Like the uncontrolled
NOx emission data, LEA-controlled NOx emissions were highly scattered,
ranging from 90 to 211 ng/J (0.209 to 0.491 1b/million Btu). The NOx
emission reduction achieved by LEA also varied substantially, ranging from 4
to 31 percent.

As with the uncontrolled NOx emission data, regression analysis,
employed to explain the variability in the data caused by operation of these
boilers under different conditions was unsuccessful. Consequently, it is not
possible to establish NOx emission levels which are representative of small
coal-fired stokers using LEA.

Emission data are not available on small coal-fired FBC boilers using

LEA. Consequently, NOx emission levels cannot be established for small FBC
boilers using LEA. |
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6.3 OVERFIRE AIR PORTS (OFA)

The mechanism by which NOx emissions are reduced using OFA is the same
for coal-fired boilers as that discussed earlier for natural gas- and
0o11-fired boilers. Coal-fired stoker boilers achieve partial staged
combustion by the nature of their design. Part of the fuel is combusted on
the grate while the rest is burned in suspension above the grate. Combustion
air can be split and introduced both below the grate and above the grate
through OFA ports. Many stoker boilers have OFA ports as smoke control
devices. Therefore, the location of the OFA ports in the boiler may not be
at the optimum location to achieve the greatest NOx reductions.

Nitrogen oxides emissions from FBC boilers can also be reduced further
by staging of the combustion air. A substoichiometric amount of air is
introduced through the fluidizing air (primary air) injection point. The
balance of the air needed to achieve adequate combustion efficiency is added
above the bed. This allows combustion to be completed in the freeboard zone
(i.e., space between the top of the fluidized bed and boiler outlet).

Performance data on NOx emissions are not available on small coal-fired
stoker boilers using OFA. However, NOx emission data are available from the
FBC boiler at site A reported in Table 6-2 using OFA. During a 2-day OFA
test, NOx emissions averaged 258 ng/J (0.6 1b/million Btu). This compares
with average NOX emissions of 378 ng/J (0.88 1b/million Btu) obtained for
this boiler during 2 days of operation without OFA immediately following the
staged combustion test.42 )

Because OFA emissions testing was conducted on only one boiler, such a
limited data base does not permit the use of regression analysis to develop
equations predicting NOx emissions from small FBC boilers using OFA.
Consequently, it is not possible to establish NOx emission levels
representative of small coal-fired boilers using OFA, nor is it possible to
predict the NOx reduction performance of OFA on these boilers.
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