
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

OFFICE OF DRINKING WATER 

PO Box 47822  Olympia, Washington 98504-7822 

Tel: (360) 236-3100  Fax: (360) 236-2253  711 Washington Relay Service 

June 14, 2022 

Edward Kowalski 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 

Seattle, WA 98101 

Subject: Response Regarding October 26, 2021, Petition for Emergency Action Pursuant to Safe 

Drinking Water Act Section 1431 to Address Nitrate Contamination of Drinking Water in 

the Lower Yakima Valley, Washington 

Dear Mr. Kowalski, 

In response to your letter dated May 11, 2022, we have compiled information on actions the Washington 

State Department of Health (DOH) has undertaken in collaboration with our local and state partners in the 

lower Yakima Valley.  This letter serves to describe our past efforts and plans for future response actions 

in the Lower Yakima Valley Groundwater Management Area (GWMA).  DOH prioritizes protecting 

human health by ensuring that residents impacted by nitrate contamination are identified and provided 

with information on the associated health risks. 

DOH participates in the implementation of the recommendations included in the Lower Yakima Valley 

Groundwater Management Plan.  In addition to the recommendations, DOH initiated a health assessment 

using the data from Ecology’s well monitoring program and is undergoing efforts to conduct a well head 

protection assessment of the public water system wells within the Groundwater Management Area 

(GWMA). Both projects are scheduled to be completed within FY 2023.  DOH provided funding to 

Yakima Health District (YHD) to provide up to 75 homes with bottled water through December 2022 in a 

collaborative pilot project.  In May and June, YHD used the funding from DOH to contract with Culligan 

for water and cooler delivery to 42 homes that met the eligibility requirements (participating in Ecology’s 

well monitoring pilot project, with testing results greater than or equal to 5 mg/L of nitrate). 

Coordination with the implementation committee has resulted in the following additional collaborative 

DOH efforts: 

• DOH is working with Yakima Health District (YHD) and Yakima County to create opportunities

for other private wells in the lower Yakima Valley to be tested for nitrate concentrations.

Education and outreach in both English and Spanish is planned for FY 2023 to contact residents

within the GWMA to provide health-based information and opportunities for additional testing.



• Group B systems within the project area that are part of the ambient groundwater monitoring

network, have been identified.  YHD has authority over Group B water systems per a Joint Plan

of Operation between YHD and DOH.  DOH will continue to support YHD with technical

service/customer service, Foundational Public Health Services funds, and Group B-dedicated

funds.

• DOH is developing a plan on how to address potential commercial facilities for which NTNCWS

requirements may apply.  DOH has convened a workgroup to create a work-load analysis

including work tasks, workflow, communication plan, and schedule for implementation of entities

operating as public water systems outside of the regulatory framework of chapter 70.125 RCW.

DOH initiated communication with other state agencies for scoping and coordination of a

statewide approach to identify and support compliance with public water systems.  This work is

being initiated to fulfill our responsibilities for GWMA implementation and will start in the

GWMA and expand statewide.  A work-load analysis and description of the compliance status of

GWMA facilities are targeted for completion in FY 2023.

• Group A water systems in the region are doing routine monitoring and as such, when levels above

the MCL are found, appropriate public notification and enforcement are conducted.

• DOH and Washington State Department of Ecology are seeking options for long -term funding to

provide alternative safe and reliable drinking water to residents beyond December 2022.

Alternative strategies need to be considered, including point of use and point of entry filters if

residents have no other long-term solutions.  DOH and other state agencies participating on the

GWMA implementation committee are seeking all funding options to support this effort.

DOH is committed to continuing participation with GWMA partners in the implementation of the 

GWMA plan and recommendations.  Implementation and planning of such solutions require funding and 

legislative support.  DOH is requesting a legislative decision package to make alternative water supply 

solution funding available in the future.  Communication with local and state partners is critical in 

supporting the effort to provide safe and reliable drinking water to the residents in the Lower Yakima 

Valley Groundwater Management Area. 

If you require additional information or subsequent details related to the efforts referenced above, please 

contact me at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Holly Myers 

Director, Office of Drinking Water 

cc: Vincent McGowen - Program Manager, Water Quality Program, Department of Ecology 

Kyrre Flege – Acting Program Manager, Dairy Nutrient Management Program, Washington Dept. of 

Agriculture 

Lisa Freund – Public Services Director, Yakima County 

Shawn Magee – Environmental Health Director, Yakima Health District 


