Assessment TMDL Tracking and ImplementatioN System (ATTAINS) Redesign Workgroup Descriptions

INTRODUCTION
EPA Headquarters is seeking state and Regional participation in workgroups that will assist in planning efforts that are currently underway for the redesign of the Assessment TMDL Tracking and ImplementatioN System (ATTAINS).  This system currently provides public access to Clean Water Act Section 305(b) and 303(d) Integrated Reporting (IR) information on assessed and impaired waters.  As part of this redesign, EPA is looking to reduce state IR reporting burden and to replace the current Assessment Database (ADB) that is used by several states for tracking, storing, and reporting their IR data.  EPA will also develop robust methods for exchanging IR data for those states that are not currently ADB users.  This redesign provides the opportunity to make a number of improvements to the process and participation from EPA’s partners will help deliver a better system.
There will be a total of four workgroups that will meet monthly starting in October 2013 and continuing on through August 2014.  EPA would like to identify members for each workgroup by August 30, 2013.  If you are interested in participating in any of these workgroups or have any questions, please contact Dwane Young at 202-566-1214 or young.dwane@epa.gov.  
All workgroup meetings will be via teleconference.  Input from these workgroups will be used to influence the design of the new ATTAINS system which is scheduled to be released for use for the 2016 IR cycle.  EPA plans to support older methods for submitting IR data (including ADB) for the 2016 cycle, and plans for completely transitioning to the new ATTAINS system by the 2018 IR cycle.
The four workgroups that EPA is looking for state and Regional participation are:
1. Data Elements and Schema
2. Data Exchange Methodology
3. Performance Evaluation Measures
4. Improved Assessment Methods
Full descriptions of each workgroup is provided below.
EPA has contracted with RTI International to help facilitate these workgroups, to capture meeting minutes and action items, develop the reports for each workgroup, and to provide subject matter expertise as needed.


WORKGROUP DESCRIPTIONS
Workgroup Name:  Data Elements and Schema
Description:  This workgroup will define the data elements and draft an eXtensible Markup Language (XML) schema for exchanging Integrated Reporting information between the states and EPA.  EPA published a list of data elements for integrated reporting in the 2006 Integrated Reporting Guidance[footnoteRef:1], and the results of the statistical surveys in the 2010 Integrated Reporting Memo[footnoteRef:2].   These lists of data elements will provide the initial list for discussion by this workgroup.  Additionally, EPA has provided guidance on what constitutes an ADB-compatible submission[footnoteRef:3], which can also be used to help understand what data elements are needed for an Integrated Report.  
 [1:  http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/lawsguidance/cwa/tmdl/upload/2005_08_11_tmdl_2006IRG_report_2006irg-appendix-2.pdf]  [2:  http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/lawsguidance/cwa/tmdl/final52009.cfm#app1]  [3:  http://www.epa.gov/waters/ir/data_submission_tools.html] 

The schema that will be defined by this workgroup will take these data elements and make recommendations about:  
· which data elements are required, 
· which data elements are optional, 
· the order and relationship of the data elements, 
· the rules for when to include certain data elements, and 
· the list of allowed values for certain data elements.   
Outputs:  1) A draft list of data elements with definitions; 2) A draft XML Schema; 3) A report capturing the recommendations from the workgroup on the data elements and schema.
Activities:  Monthly calls to be held on a set schedule that will be established at the first call in October.
Needed Expertise:  EPA encourages that participants have expertise in one of the following areas; however, this does not exclude a state or Region from participating if they don’t have this experience:  1) Understanding of the data elements that make up the Integrated Report; 2) Experience with the Assessment Database (ADB) or ADB Compatible file; 3) Knowledge of state designed systems used for tracking and reporting Integrated Reporting information; 4) Knowledge of the types of data collected in the field; 5) Knowledge of the types of questions that users are asked to answer regarding the data.
Number of Desired Participants:  8 states, 3 Regions, and 2 Headquarters

Workgroup Name:  Data Exchange Methodology
Description:  This workgroup will make recommendations on data exchange approaches and system design.  As a starting point for this discussion, EPA is developing a conceptual approach that replaces the Assessment Database (ADB) with a web user interface, and provides the ability for the exchange of data via the Exchange Network for those states that are not ADB users.  EPA encourages both ADB and non-ADB users to participate in this workgroup.
Outputs:  1) A report that makes recommendations for how the new ATTAINS system would function, which will be the basis for a list of requirements and design approaches that can be used to develop the new ATTAINS system.  This report will also be used to develop a Flow Configuration Document which is needed for describing how data are to be exchanged over the Exchange Network.
Activities:  Monthly calls to be held on a set schedule that will be established at the first call in October.
Needed Expertise:  EPA encourages that participants have expertise in one of the following areas; however, this does not exclude a state or Region from participating if they don’t have this experience:  1) Understanding of the ADB; 2) Understanding of the Exchange Network; 3) Knowledge of state designed systems used for tracking Integrated Reporting information.
Number of Desired Participants:  8 states, 3 Regions, and 2 Headquarters


Workgroup Name:  Performance Measures Evaluation
Description:  This workgroup will evaluate the existing performance measures as described in the 2014 National Water Program Guidance[footnoteRef:4] that can be reported on using Integrating Reporting data (i.e. SP-10, 11, 12, etc.).  This workgroup will make recommendations on new approaches for how these measures can be reported, as well as how the new ATTAINS system can be used to report on these measures.  This workgroup will leverage work already being done under the TMDL Vision effort and EPA’s Georeferencing Pilot. [4:  http://water.epa.gov/resource_performance/planning/FY-2014-National-Water-Program-Guidance.cfm] 

Outputs:  1) A report that makes recommendations for how progress on improving water quality can be measured and reported.
Activities:  Monthly calls to be held on a set schedule that will be established at the first call in October.
Needed Expertise:  EPA encourages that participants have expertise in one of the following areas; however, this does not exclude a state or Region from participating if they don’t have this experience:  1) Understanding of EPA’s water quality improvement measures; 2) Understanding of Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
Number of Desired Participants:  8 states, 3 Regions, and 2 Headquarters


Workgroup Name:  Improved Assessment Methods
Description:  This workgroup will evaluate tools and methods that can be used to discover monitoring data and automatically screen that data against water quality criteria to aid in state water assessments.  One of the goals of this effort is to bridge ATTAINS and STORET by supporting state efforts to automate portions of the assessment process by providing tools or services that can help states to automate the screening of monitoring data against state water quality criteria or provide information on water quality trends.  Several states have already automated components of the assessment process, and EPA hopes to not only learn from their experience, but to also find ways to facilitate the transfer of those capabilities to other states.  
Outputs:  1) A report that identifies potential approaches, challenges, and recommended solutions for states to develop the capability to both discover relevant monitoring data for assessments as well as to perform automated screening of monitoring data against water quality criteria.
Activities:  Monthly calls to be held on a set schedule that will be established at the first call in October.
Needed Expertise:  EPA encourages that participants have expertise in one of the following areas; however, this does not exclude a state or Region from participating if they don’t have this experience:  1) Understanding of state water quality standards, assessment and listing process; 2) Understanding of automated tools that can be used to perform assessments.  EPA is particularly interested in any states or Regions that are currently performing or exploring automated assessments, and would encourage them to participate.
Number of Desired Participants:  8 states, 3 Regions, and 2 Headquarters

